For Immediate Release:

Wildhorse Foundation Announces 2016 First Quarter Grant Recipients
Pendleton- The Wildhorse Foundation, a community benefit fund established by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) as a result of its gaming operation, hosted their annual Recipients Luncheon Thursday, May 5th in Cayuse Hall at Wildhorse Resort and Casino.

Over 150 grant recipients from 2015 enjoyed a specially prepared lunch as Wildhorse Foundation Chairperson, Kathleen Peterson, presented details on funding for the last year.  The Wildhorse Foundation awards grants to applicants that cover the areas of public health and safety, education, the arts, historic preservation, gambling addiction services, salmon restoration, environmental protection, and cultural activities. A heavy emphasis of the giving fell under the Education category followed by Public Health, and Public Safety.
CTUIR has a long history of charitable giving. Over 1600 local and regional non-profits have benefited from the nearly $9.3 million given by the Foundation since it’s inception in 2001. In 2015, over $810,000 was distributed to 132 organizations in the Foundation’s giving area which includes Umatilla, Union, Morrow and Wallowa counties in Oregon; Benton, Columbia and Walla Walla counties in Washington and National Indian Organizations.
During the luncheon, a Pendleton Wool Blanket was presented to Woodrow Star in appreciation for his service on the Wildhorse Foundation Board of Directors.  

Following the lunch, the Foundation Board consisting of Chairperson Peterson, Vice-Chairman Phil Houk, Secretary/Treasurer George Murdock, Debra Croswell and Aaron Ashley, met to discuss the 2016 First Quarter Grant Applicants. A total of $196,200 was awarded to 33 organizations.
Organizations funded in the first quarter for 2016 are:

	Organization Name
	Project Title
	City
	State
	Granted

	Advantage Smiles for Kids
	Orthodontic treatment for at-risk kids
	Redmond
	OR
	$6,000.00

	Athena Caledonian Games Association
	Funds will be used for a sound system


	Athena
	OR
	$369.00

	Blue Mountain Babe Ruth Baseball
	Funds will be used to help complete the second phase of field upgrades including lighting and dugouts
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$2,500.00

	Boardman Fire Fighter Association
	Funds will be used for Firefighter Fitness and Wellness equipment
	Boardman
	OR
	$5,484.00

	City of Athena
	Funds to be used to remove paint from the public swimming pool, and replace pool coating as well as add new tile strips in the pool bottom and upgrade pool filters.
	Athena
	OR
	$5,000.00

	City of Heppner Fire Department
	Funds will be used toward the construction of a fire hall and needed equipment and furnishings.
	Heppner
	OR
	$10,560.00

	City of La Grande Fire Department
	Funds will be used for ambulance cot upgrades and stair chairs
	La Grande
	OR
	$9,000.00

	Cove Library Improvement Club
	Funds to be used to update computer and technology systems
	Cove
	OR
	$2,000.00

	East Umatilla County Health District
	Funds will be used to purchase two hydraulic lifted cots for ambulances.
	Athena
	OR
	$9,000.00

	East Umatilla County R.F.P.D. #7-412
	Funds will be used for personal protective equipment (Turnout) upgrades
	Weston
	OR
	$8,000.00

	Echo Historical Museum
	Funds to be used to cover costs of materials and labor to renovate the museum
	Echo
	OR
	$2,700.00

	Echo Rural Fire Protection District
	Funds will be used to purchase a used water tender, paint it and purchase a power pump
	Echo
	OR
	$5,000.00

	Grande Ronde Association for Youth
	Funds will be used for the concession stand/bleacher project at Optimist Field
	LaGrande
	OR
	$2,500.00

	Helix Advancement Partnership Network
	Funds to be used to install at 600 amp service power to the old Helix Grade School in order to make it useable.  Power will allow for heating and cooling.
	Helix
	OR
	$8,200.00

	Hermiston Police Department
	Funds to be used for Active Shooter 1st Aid Kits
	Hermiston
	OR
	$4,432.00

	Imbler Booster
	Funds will be used to purchase High School Football Helmets
	Imbler
	OR
	$5,500.00

	Irrigon Community Park & Recreation District
	Marina Moorage Dock Replacement
	Irrigon
	OR
	$5,000.00

	Irrigon Junior-Senior High School
	Funds will be used to build a press box at the Football Field
	Irrigon
	OR
	$5,000.00

	Milton-Freewater Ambulance Area Health District
	Funds to purchase body armor
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$5,600.00

	Milton-Freewater Public Library
	Summer Reading Program- Purchase books, supplies, and incentive prizes
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$1,000.00

	North Powder Rural Fire Protection District
	Funds will be used to purchase thermal indicators, CO2 gas detectors, 2 way radios and structure gear.
	North Powder
	OR
	$5,195.00

	Pendleton Little League
	Funds will be used for 2 new scoreboards
	Pendleton
	OR
	$6,260.00

	Pendleton Senior Center
	Funds will be used for sewer line and grease trap replacement
	Pendleton
	OR
	$13,000.00

	Rockwall Grange #679
	Funds will be used to replace the roof and add access to the attic space.
	Elgin
	OR
	$5,000.00

	Umatilla County Sheriff's Office
	Purchase 22 Automated External Defibrillators to place in all of the UCSO patrol cars, boats, transport vehicles and in the jail.
	Pendleton
	OR
	$6,000.00

	Umatilla School District
	Funds will be used to improve the Umatilla Sports Facilities specifically expanding and securing the equipment storage facility.
	Umatilla
	OR
	$5,000.00

	United Way of Umatilla & Morrow Counties
	Funds will be used to purchase two years of Text to Give services through Idonate
	Pendleton
	OR
	$2,400.00

	Walla Walla County Fairgrounds
	Funds to be used to replace failed water system
	Walla Walla
	WA
	$10,000.00

	Wallowa County Fair Grounds
	Funds will be used to remodel restrooms at the Fair Grounds.
	Enterprise
	OR
	$10,000.00

	Wallowa County Farmers' Market
	Funds to be used for a  PA system
	Enterprise
	OR
	$500.00

	Wallowa County Health Care District
	Funds will be used for Critical Care Transport Development Neonatal Ventilation
	Enterprise
	OR
	$12,500.00

	Wallowa County Sheriff's Search and Rescue
	Funds will be used to enclose storage building.
	Enterprise
	OR
	$2,500.00

	Yellowhawk Tribal Health Center
	Funds will be used for orthodontic care
	Pendleton
	OR
	$15,000.00

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	$196,200.00


The quarterly deadlines for requests are January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1.  For more information on Wildhorse Foundation guidelines or to receive an application, visit www.TheWildhorseFoundation.com or call the Foundation Administrator, Tiah DeGrofft at 541-966-1628.
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