For Immediate Release:

30 Grants Provide over $210,000 for Community Projects Thanks to the Wildhorse Foundation
Pendleton, OR- The Wildhorse Foundation, a community benefit fund established by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) to support organizations in northeastern Oregon and southeastern Washington, has announced their grant awards for the third quarter of 2016. A total of $210,896.91 was awarded to 30 recipients, bringing the total for 2016 to nearly 634,000.
CTUIR has a long history of charitable giving. While the Foundation was formed in 2001, changes in the compact Wildhorse Resort and Casino made with the State of Oregon expanded their footprint in 2009.  Prior to then, the Foundation could disburse grants to Umatilla, Morrow, Union and Wallowa Counties; they can now also allocate up to 30% of their funding to government bodies or charitable organizations in the Tribes ceded territory in Washington State (Benton, Walla Walla and Columbia Counties) as well as any Native American Tribal Government Agency or non-profit with its principal office and base of operation within the State of Oregon and any national or regional Indian Organization. More than 1700 local and regional non-profits have benefited from the $9.9 million given by the Foundation since its inception. 
The maximum grant given by the Wildhorse Foundation is $20,000.  Two organizations were given $20,000 in the third quarter giving cycle.  The Helix School was granted $20,000 toward resurfacing their track area.  The current dirt track will receive a facelift and be upgraded to a rubberized track. The other $20,000 grant was awarded to Windy River Elementary School in Boardman, Oregon.  The funding will be used to purchase new equipment and instruments as well as repair instruments for their Beginning Band Program.  This is the first grant that Windy River has received from the Wildhorse Foundation. 
The Wildhorse Foundation Board consider grants that cover the areas of public health, public safety, education, the arts, historic preservation, gambling addiction services, salmon restoration, environmental protection, and cultural activities.

Organizations funded in the third quarter for 2016 are:

	Organization Name
	City
	State
	Granted
	Project Description

	American Red Cross
	Portland
	OR
	$4,000.00
	Direct financial and lodging assistance for people who lose their homes to fire.

	Arts Council of Pendleton
	Pendleton
	OR
	$3,600.00
	Materials and Fixtures used in gallery preparation and ArtZoom Sessions.

	Building Healthy Families
	Enterprise
	OR
	$8,500.00
	Funds will be used to purchase ADA accessible therapeutic swing seat, a children's play tower, a fixed musical instrument installation, ADA accessible pour-in-lace mulch rubberized pathway.

	Camp Fire Boys and Girls Walla Walla Council
	Walla Walla
	WA
	$2,500.00
	Funds will be used for art/science supplies as well as nutrition/healthy lifestyle supplies for over 120 kids per day.

	Children's Museum of Eastern Oregon
	Pendleton
	OR
	$4,000.00
	Purchase supplies and pieces for the exhibits.

	Confluence Project
	Vancouver
	WA
	$1,500.00
	Program at NCS.  Funds for tribal artists and materials.

	Lost & Found Youth Outreach
	Pendleton
	OR
	$10,000.00
	Van for moving youth from L&F groups, activities, trips, services projects, etc.

	Elgin Museum & Historical Society
	Summerville
	OR
	$7,500.00
	Funds will be used to shore up the flooring in the present kitchen area, get new electrical wiring throughout the structure, purchase building materials for the walls, toilet facilities, cabinets and ramps to meet ADA access requirements.

	Fishtrap, Inc.
	Enterprise
	OR
	$1,625.00
	5 youth as well as 1 chaperone to attend the camp.

	Fort Walla Walla Museum
	Walla Walla
	WA
	$7,600.00
	Create an exhibit to celebrate and share Latino culture through folk art with connections to the local history.

	Freewater Elementary School
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$9,985.75
	New Lego system and science curriculum for 4th and 5th graders

	Friends of the Milton-Freewater Public Library
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$5,000.00
	Perform Kindergarten Readiness Assessments, purchase program incentives, fund educational performances in the libraries.

	Harris Park, Parks and Recreation Commission
	Pendleton
	OR
	$15,938.49
	Purchase a building, freight charges, heavy equipment rental and installation of a pit style toilet facility

	Helix School
	Helix
	OR
	$20,000.00
	Resurface the Helix School dirt track with asphalt and rubber coating.  

	Hells Canyon Preservation Council
	LaGrande
	OR
	$1,000.00
	Contracting the design of a logo.

	Helping Hands, Inc
	Pendleton
	OR
	$5,000.00
	Funding to assist persons facing imminent eviction, other potential homelessness or who are homeless.

	Hermiston Warming Station
	Hermiston
	OR
	$8,000.00
	Operating expenses

	Hurricane Creek Grange #608
	Enterprise 
	OR
	$2,500.00
	Painting, maintenance Storage and hand washing sink in the kitchen

	Imbler Education Foundation
	Summerville
	OR
	$2,800.00
	Purchase 8 LEGO robotics kits.

	LaGrande High School
	La Grande
	OR
	$10,332.00
	2 Class sets of TI-Nspire technology

	Nixyaawii Community School
	Pendleton
	OR
	$10,500.00
	Replacing teacher desktops, projectors, and cameras.  Add a set of Chromebook and a printer.

	Oregon East Symphony
	Pendleton
	OR
	$5,000.00
	Compensate the adult teachers and student assistants.

	Pendleton High School
	Pendleton
	OR
	$9,396.67
	35 Chromebooks and a charging cart to be used in college level math classes in which students earn college credit by taking these classes.

	SMART
	Portland
	OR
	$3,197.00
	Provide one-on-one reading support and take-home books to 160 PreK students.  

	The Healing Lodge of the Seven Nations
	Spokane Valley
	WA
	$10,000.00
	Replace furniture in one wing of the female residence hall. 

	Umatilla-Morrow County  Head Start, Inc.
	Hermiston
	OR
	$10,000.00
	Purchase a Toyota Corolla to be used by the Healthy Family home visiting staff.

	Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council
	Milton-Freewater
	OR
	$1,269.00
	Supplies, testing reagents, student equipment for the STELLAR Camp

	Wallowa County Project Heartbeat
	Joseph
	OR
	$7,153.00
	Place AED's at the Elgin Train Depot, Wallowa Lake Lodge and a second seasonal unit at the Wallowa Lake Tramway.

	Weston Food Pantry
	Weston
	OR
	$3,000.00
	Hire a licensed and bonded contractor to remove the current door and replace it with an ADA compliant door.

	Windy River Elementary School
	Boardman
	OR
	$20,000.00
	Purchase new equipment, instruments and repairs for the Beginning Band Program instruments.

	Total
	 
	 
	$210,896.91
	 


The quarterly deadlines for applications to the Foundation are January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1.  The January 1st deadline will be the first in which the Foundation will utilize their online application.  Organizations interested in applying for a grant are encouraged to visit www.TheWildhorseFoundation.com to submit an application or hear more about the Foundations giving process.  For assistance, Grantee Organizations may also call Tiah DeGrofft at 541-966-1628.
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